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LEADERship Ashtabula County 
PO Box 643 
Ashtabula, OH  44005-0643 
Phone: 440-998-3888 
Fax:   440-992-2474 
leadership@suite224.net  
www.leadershipashtabulacounty.org   
Check out our website for more photos ��
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The LEADERship Ashtabula County Inc. Board of Trustees has chosen Laura E. Jones  as our 
Executive Director.  Laura started her new job in early September with the launch of the 2010 
LEADERship Classes.  
 

The board formed a transition team in March in response to Marta’s announcement that she would be 
leaving LEADERship by the end of 2009, and worked through the summer in searching for and 
identifying the new ED.   “Laura is an excellent fit for the position.  Her personal and professional 
experience made her an ideal candidate, “said Joan Billman, Board President.  Laura was a member of 
the 2008 LEADERship Class, a Day Chair/Facilitator, on the YOUth LEADERship Steering Committee 
and a member of the LEADERship Board of Trustees. These are challenging times in the non-profit 
sector, and we are confident in Laura's ability to lead our organization forward”, said Joan. 
 

Laura comes to us from Huntington Insurance where she was a Sales Executive in the Northeast Ohio 
area.  As an Ashtabula County native, she is excited about her new position and comes with the 
necessary competencies and skill sets to lead LEADERship Ashtabula County now and into the future. 
 

 “LEADERship’s board, staff, volunteers, and the Ashtabula County community have made me feel 
welcome beyond my expectations, and I have enjoyed every minute of developing our classes and 
building on the strengths and opportunities of our county. I am focusing on maintaining the traditions 
and standards of our three core programs; the adult class, the youth program and Discover the 
Highlights, while keeping true to our mission” said Laura.  “While living and working in the Cleveland 
area for the past few years, I have continued to be actively involved in Ashtabula County, and have 
been able to maintain a perspective of how Ashtabula County can benefit by taking advantage of some 
regional ideas and successes, and at the same time be innovative and aware of our local resources.  
Marta’s mentorship over the years of my involvement with LEADERship has enabled me to step into 
this role with confidence and a real passion for engaging and developing community leaders.” 
 

Marta is working with the board and Laura in the transition.  “Laura brings leadership, a fresh set of 
eyes, new ideas, enthusiasm and a passion for Ashtabula County!  It has been a pure pleasure working 
with her in her new role, said Marta.     “For those that have been through any community leadership 
program you know what I mean when I say ‘Laura get’s it’.” 
 

There will be a welcoming reception for Laura on November 9 th at KSU-Ashtabula in the Blue and 
Gold Room . Look for an invitation in the mail or RSVP to leadership@suite224.net or 998.3888.  
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YOUth LEADERship  launched its 2009-2010 year in September with the 
Opening Retreat at Sheldon Calvary Camp in Conneaut.  
 

LEADERship is proud to announce the 2009-2010 class: 
Conneaut High School :  Sharon Grubke, Blake Heinonen, Ashley Liberatore, Molly Magnusen, 
Adrianna Manniko, Michaela Nardo, T.J. Rose, Alexandra Zappitello; Edgewood Sr. High School :  
Brittany Dunne, Robert Jenks, Molly Lehnert, Ian Nanney, John Ringer; Geneva High School :  Tyler 
Carlisle, Emily Drought, Stuart Jackson, Ashley Meaney, Brandon Privitera, Rebecca Retallick, Jeremy 
Sumner; Jefferson High School :  Jenna Burnett, Brandon Osborne, Cory Prine; Lakeside High 
School :  Jenna Applebee, Hilda Garcia, Kelsey Harper, Tyra Miller, Shenice Morales, Ana Rocha; Sts. 
John & Paul High School :  Sara Blank, Ashley Fedler, Chase Fleckenstein, Jennifer Kapalin, Peyton 
Longden, Jennie Pugliese. 
�

 

2009-2010 Adult Class 
�
The 2009-2010 LEADERship Ashtabula County class began their year with a two and one half-day 
Opening Retreat at the Chautauqua Institution in New York in September.  The class represents a 
diverse group of people from various parts of Ashtabula County.   
 
Class members include:  Carrie Artman , Glenbeigh; Mark Brail , Plasticolors, Inc.; Ed Brashear , 
Geneva School Board Member; Cheryl Edwards , Ashtabula County Children Services; Ashley 
Estabrook , Northwest Ambulance District; Joel Gordan , Millennium Inorganic Chemicals; Fred 
Grimm , St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; Kent Houston , Conneaut Area City Schools; Rick Hoyson , 
Jefferson Area Local Schools; Patty Hoyson , Jefferson School Board; Shelley Huff , City of Geneva; 
Ambrose Jackson , Ashtabula County Medical Center; Evan Jahn , Waste Management; Dave Keep , 
Jefferson School Board; Alisa Nierzejewski , Fleming-Billman Funeral Homes; Bill Nye, Jr. , Grand 
Valley Local Schools; Cara Ogren , Synergy Physical Therapy & Wellness; Amy Reed , UH Geneva 
Medical Center; Gus Saikaly , Ashtabula County Educational Service Center; Sharon Schoneman , 
Buckeye Local School Board; Gretchen Skok DiSanto , Lakeland Community College; Wendy 
Snyder , UH Conneaut Medical Center; Kevin Steed , S.R. Snodgrass, A.C.; Amy Thomas , Kent State 
University Ashtabula; Michelle Thompson , Jefferson Healthcare Center; Bob Wilhelm , Northwest 
Ambulance District; Ron Wilkinson , Ashtabula Rotary Club.  
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Reservations are being accepted for Discover the 
Highlights of Ashtabula County on Friday, October 
30th, 2009.  This is a unique, day long, asset based 
program that quickly orients one to Ashtabula County.    

Discover the Highlights of Ashtabula County 
participants are given a unique insight into our 
community.  They get an overview of the area from 
historic, economic, civic, political, cultural and 
entertainment perspectives.  The day long session 
provides opportunity for interaction among participants 
and presenters, and an understanding of what makes 
our area “tick.”  The informal atmosphere creates a 
day of learning, fun, friendships and new 
perspectives. 

For more information, contact the LEADERship office. 
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